Empowerment Watchword Notes on Vision

EMPOWERMENT watchword — application in day-to-day management of development
disabilities to ensure better quality of life for the child/person as well as parent/family.

Empowerment can be difined as "an on-going process, which enables an individual to fulfil and be
accountable for his or her duties and responsibilities and protect his or her rights in the society. Part

of the process is to provide people with the resources, opportunities, knowledge and skill needed to

increase their capacity to determine their own future and fully participate in community life. '

Empowerment from the ‘rights’ perspective refers to giving power to exercise rights —the
right to participate and be part of family, community and mainstream life through the
enablers of health, education, access and livelihoods. Empowerment refers to the issue of
independence, autonomy and self-determination across different aspects of participation —
social, educational, economic, political and psychological. It involves enhancing level of
choice, influence and control.

Vision statement draft for the Empowerment watchword

A world where children and persons with development disabilities, including those with
high support needs, and their parents/families, are able to participate to the fullest
extend possible.

Suggested objectives of the Action Plan could be to:
e Reach children with developmental disabilities by helping and facilitating Early Screening
initiatives — tracking existing ongoing efforts.

e At hospitals, AWCs, private/public schools, NGO/CSO level

e Working with health professionals (development paediatricians, paediatric therapists,
early interventionists et al), RBSK/DEIC/ASHA and AWW, School teachers/SSA - private
and public; NGO and CSOs.

e Offer training programs/courses/ workshops to ensure screening, referral

e Develop IEC Materials — vernacular versions

e Provide interventions — therapy and counsel (to build capacity to cope and manage),
inclusive education and employment opportunities.

o Atour own service delivery programs across IACP membership base

o At public and private health and rehabilitation facilities — assist and partner with Govt
organisations and CSOs and NGOs by facilitating service delivery through training and
orientation of health and rehabilitation professionals/personnel

e Share information about Schemes and Programs, rights and entitlements

o Disability Certification & UDID processes — assist and facilitate

o Specific provisions, schemes and programs available across different
departments/ministries /states/centre etc.

o Raise awareness about concepts of reasonable accommodation, modification of
curriculum, alternative options (AAC), educational options (NIOS), alternative
assessment of learning, barrier free access in public spaces

O Preparation and dissemination of IEC materials — using all available media



Empowerment Watchword Notes on Vision

o Sports plays a big role as a team building excrise, self confidence, sense of fair
competition and as a means of therapy. this group must encourage sports as means to
empowerment

e Create demand and pressure on authorities for enabling services and programs through

o Research studies — for empirical evidence

o Awareness raising across all stakeholders

o Advocacy through policy influencing measures

o Legal counsel and litigation support to create case law and precedence

o Partnership with other NGOs and a need to work with NATIONAL Trust is important.
Most policy work gets done by them.. A long term goal must be to have an IACP on the
board of national trust. this can play a big role in influencing govt policy.



